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Noun Phrases

Definition

Reference sources are specialized resources designed to
provide specific information quickly and efficiently without
requiring readers to read entire texts from beginning to end.
Example

Example Structure Head Noun
article + adjective
The tall tree + noun tree
| possessive +
M);]g\r/\cla‘g;errs noun + adjective + car
noun
article + noun +
The bgﬁlél?n the prepositional book
phrase
The surprisingly article + adverb + test
difficult test adjective + noun

Part 1: Multiple Choice Questions
Identify the complete noun phrase in each sentence about
Venice's geographical features.

1. The ancient wooden foundations support many historic buildings
in Venice despite constant exposure to saltwater.

a) The ancient wooden foundations

b) The ancient wooden

c) ancient wooden foundations

d) foundations support many historic buildings
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2. Venice constructed a sophisticated network of canals
and waterways to facilitate transportation throughout the
lagoon.

a) a sophisticated network

b) a sophisticated network of canals

c) a sophisticated network of canals and waterways

d) canals and waterways

3. The slowly sinking Venetian islands present significant
engineering challenges for preservation efforts.

a) The slowly sinking

b) The slowly sinking Venetian

c) The slowly sinking Venetian islands

d) Venetian islands

4. The fragile ecosystem surrounding the lagoon city
requires careful environmental management.

a) The fragile ecosystem

b) The fragile ecosystem surrounding

c) The fragile ecosystem surrounding the lagoon city
d) the lagoon city

5. Scientists monitor the gradually rising Adriatic Sea levels
that threaten Venice's historic structures.

a) the gradually rising

b) the gradually rising Adriatic

c) the gradually rising Adriatic Sea

d) the gradually rising Adriatic Sea levels
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Part 2: Fill in the Blank

Create an appropriate noun phrase to complete each
sentence about Venice's geographic features. Each noun
phrase should include the elements specified in
parentheses.

1. (article + adjective + noun +
prepositional phrase) divide the city into distinct sections
connected by bridges.

2. Tourists frequently visit
(possessive + adjective + compound noun) to experience
authentic Venetian culture.

3. (article + adverb + adjective +
noun) threatens historic buildings during autumn and
winter months.

4. Engineers have installed
(article + adjective + noun + relative clause) to protect the
city from flooding.

5. (article + adjective + noun +
prepositional phrase) provides crucial environmental data
about the lagoon's health.
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Noun Phrases — Answer Key

Part 1: Multiple Choice Questions
1.a)2.c)3.c)4.¢c) 5.d)

Part 2: Fill in the Blank

Possible answers:

1. (article + adjective + noun + prepositional phrase):
The winding canals of Venice

The narrow waterways of the city

The interconnected canals of the lagoon

2. (possessive + adjective + compound noun):
Venice's famous fish markets

Venice's historic water taxis

Venice's bustling market squares

3. (article + adverb + adjective + noun):
The increasingly high tide

The frequently rising floodwater

The seasonally dangerous acqua alta

4. (article + adjective + noun + relative clause):

The massive barriers that rise from the seafloor

The advanced floodgates that protect the lagoon
The innovative MOSE system that blocks tidal surges

5. (article + adjective + noun + prepositional phrase):
The extensive monitoring network throughout the lagoon
The sophisticated sensor system beneath the water



