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Definition
An adverbial clause is a subordinate clause that 
functions as an adverb. It modifies verbs, adjectives, 
or adverbs by providing information about time, place, 
reason, condition, or contrast. These clauses begin 
with subordinating conjunctions like when, where, 
because, if, or although.

Example
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Type Example Subordinating 
Conjunction

Time "We left after the 
concert ended." after

Place
"The dog buried 
its bone where 
no one would 

find it."
where

Reason
"She won 

because she 
worked hard."

because

Condition
"If it rains, we'll 

cancel the 
picnic."

if

Contrast
"Although he was 

tired, he 
finished."

although
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Part 1: Multiple Choice Questions
Identify the type of adverbial clause in each underlined 
portion related to Australian desert formation.

1. When the Great Dividing Range blocks moisture from the 
Pacific Ocean, the inland regions receive minimal rainfall.
a) adverbial clause of time
b) adverbial clause of place
c) adverbial clause of reason
d) adverbial clause of condition

2. The Simpson Desert formed because sediments 
accumulated in the central depression over millions of 
years.
a) adverbial clause of time
b) adverbial clause of place
c) adverbial clause of reason
d) adverbial clause of contrast

3. Sand dunes shift and migrate where prevailing winds are 
strongest.
a) adverbial clause of time
b) adverbial clause of place
c) adverbial clause of reason
d) adverbial clause of condition

Adverbial Clauses
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Part 2: Fill in the Blank
Complete each sentence with an appropriate adverbial 
clause of the type indicated in parentheses.

1. ________________________________ (adverbial clause of 
time), the Great Artesian Basin provides crucial groundwater 
to the arid interior regions.

2. The Gibson Desert experiences extreme temperature 
variations ________________________________ (adverbial 
clause of reason).

3. Aboriginal peoples found water sources 
________________________________ (adverbial clause of place) 
during their seasonal migrations.

4. ________________________________ (adverbial clause of 
condition), the desert landscape would transform with 
temporary lakes and blooming vegetation.

5. ________________________________ (adverbial clause of 
contrast), the Australian deserts continue to expand due to 
climate change and human activities.
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Part 1: Multiple Choice Questions
1. a) adverbial clause of time
2. c) adverbial clause of reason
3. b) adverbial clause of place

Part 2: Fill in the Blank
Possible answers:

1. (adverbial clause of time):
When surface water sources are depleted
As rainfall becomes scarce in the dry season
While the surface terrain remains parched and dry
2. (adverbial clause of reason):
because it lacks cloud cover and moisture to moderate 
temperatures
because the sandy soil quickly absorbs heat during the day and 
releases it at night
since there is little vegetation to provide shade or retain moisture
3. (adverbial clause of place):
where natural springs emerged from the Great Artesian Basin
where certain indicator plants grew in the landscape
where geological formations created natural catchments for 
rainwater
4. (adverbial clause of condition):
If unusual monsoon rains reached the interior
If climate patterns shift to bring more precipitation inland
Should the decade-long drought cycles break
5. (adverbial clause of contrast):
Although conservation efforts have increased in recent decades
Though the ecosystems have adapted to harsh conditions over 
millennia
While scientists develop new methods of slowing desertification

Adverbial Clauses – Answer Key


