
Name Date

a

Definition
Adjective phrases modify nouns or pronouns by 
providing description. Adverb phrases modify verbs, 
adjectives, or other adverbs by indicating how, when, 
where, or to what extent. Both are groups of related 
words without subjects and verbs.

Example

Adjective and Adverb Phrases 
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Adjecti
ve 

Phrase

"The house with red 
shutters belongs to 

my aunt."
hous

e
describes 

which 
house

Adjecti
ve 

Phrase

"The student eager 
to learn asked 

questions."
stud
ent

describes 
what kind 

of 
student

Adverb 
Phrase

"She sang with great 
enthusiasm." sang

describes 
how she 

sang

Adverb 
Phrase

"We arrived very 
early."

arriv
ed

describes 
when we 
arrived

Adverb 
Phrase

"The test was 
difficult beyond 
expectations."

diffic
ult

describes 
to what 
extent
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Part 1: Multiple Choice Questions
Identify whether the underlined phrase functions as an 
adjective phrase or an adverb phrase.

1. The Rhine River, flowing from the Swiss Alps to the North Sea, has 
shaped the European landscape for millions of years.
a) adjective phrase
b) adverb phrase
c) neither
d) both

2. Sediments from the Rhine accumulate at the river's delta in the 
Netherlands.
a) adjective phrase
b) adverb phrase
c) neither
d) both

3. The Rhine River has carved its valley through layers of ancient rock 
formations.
a) adjective phrase
b) adverb phrase
c) neither
d) Both

4. Water flowing with tremendous force created the dramatic gorge 
near Koblenz.
a) adjective phrase
b) adverb phrase
c) neither
d) both
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5. The fertile soil deposited along the river's banks supports 
vineyards and agriculture.
a) adjective phrase
b) adverb phrase
c) neither
d) both

Part 2: Fill in the Blank
Complete each sentence with an appropriate adjective 
phrase or adverb phrase as indicated.

1. The Rhine River transports sediments 
_________________________ (adverb phrase showing where).

2. Geologists study rock formations 
_________________________ (adjective phrase describing "rock 
formations").

3. The river's course has changed _________________________ 
(adverb phrase showing how).

4. Meanders _________________________ (adjective phrase 
describing "meanders") demonstrate the river's erosional 
power.

5. The Rhine Valley was formed _________________________ 
(adverb phrase showing when or how).
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Part 1: Multiple Choice Questions
1. a) adjective phrase (modifies "Rhine River")
2. b) adverb phrase (modifies "accumulate" by showing where)
3. b) adverb phrase (modifies "carved" by showing where)
4. b) adverb phrase (modifies "flowing" by showing how)
5. a) adjective phrase (modifies "soil")

Part 2: Fill in the Blank
Possible answers:
1. (adverb phrase showing where):
from the mountains to the sea
throughout its 1,230-kilometer journey
across six European countries
2. (adjective phrase describing "rock formations"):
exposed by centuries of river erosion
dating back to the Jurassic period
containing fossils from prehistoric times
3. (adverb phrase showing how):
dramatically over geological time
through continuous erosion and deposition
with surprising regularity
4. (adjective phrase describing "meanders"):
carved into the landscape over millennia
visible from satellite imagery
found in the middle section of the river
5. (adverb phrase showing when or how):
through millions of years of glacial activity
during the end of the last ice age
by powerful hydrological forces
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