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Definition
Advanced figurative language uses sophisticated 
techniques to create meaning beyond literal 
interpretations. These complex forms of expression 
create imagery, suggest associations, or draw subtle 
comparisons.

Example
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Type Example Technique

Extended 
Metaphor

Life as a journey 
explored 

throughout a poem
Sustained 

comparison

Synecdoch
e

"All hands on deck" 
for all sailors

Part represents 
whole

Metonymy "The Crown" for 
monarchy

Associated item 
represents 

concept

Personific
ation "Time marches on"

Human qualities 
given to abstract 

concept

Allusion
"His recovery was 
a phoenix rising 

from ashes"

Reference to 
cultural 

knowledge
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Part 1: Multiple Choice Questions

1. The Mekong Delta transforms itself with each passing 
season, becoming a living tapestry that breathes, shifts, and 
renews itself in an endless cycle of rebirth.
What type of advanced figurative language is primarily used 
in this passage?
A. Extended metaphor
B. Synecdoche
C. Personification
D. Allusion

2. In the phrase "a thousand green fingers reach toward the 
sky after the monsoon rains," which figurative technique is 
used to describe the new plant growth in the Mekong Delta?
A. Metonymy
B. Synecdoche
C. Personification
D. Extended metaphor

3. "The Delta drinks deeply during the wet season, storing 
life in its soil." This description of the Mekong Delta's 
seasonal water absorption uses:
A. Allusion
B. Synecdoche
C. Personification
D. Metonymy
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Part 2: Fill in the Blank
1. In the sentence "The Mekong Delta is the _____________ of 
Vietnam," fill in the blank with an appropriate metonymy for a 
region that produces most of a country's food.
2. Complete this example of personification: "As the dry 
season approaches, the mighty Mekong _____________ its flow, 
reluctantly surrendering its waters to the distant sea."
3. Create a synecdoche by filling in the blank: "During harvest 
time, a thousand _____________ work tirelessly across the Delta 
fields." (Use a body part to represent the whole person)
4. Complete this extended metaphor about the seasonal 
flooding: "The annual floods are the Delta's _____________, 
washing away the old and nourishing new life beneath the 
surface."
5. Finish this sentence using an allusion to complete the 
figurative language: "The farmers of the Mekong Delta 
maintain their traditions through flood and drought, like 
_____________ who remained faithful despite all trials." 
(Reference a figure known for persistence through hardship)

4. Read the excerpt:
During the dry season, the Delta becomes Daedalus' 
labyrinth, with intricate patterns of cracked earth forming a 
natural maze where once water flowed freely.
What figurative language technique is employed here?
A. Personification
B. Extended metaphor
C. Allusion
D. Synecdoche
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Part 1: Multiple Choice
1. C. Personification (The Delta is described as a living entity 
that breathes and renews itself)
2. C. Personification (Plant growth is described with "fingers" 
reaching toward the sky)
3. C. Personification (The Delta is portrayed as drinking 
water)
4. C. Allusion (Reference to Daedalus' labyrinth from Greek 
mythology)

Part 2: Fill in the Blank
1. rice bowl (or breadbasket)
2. slows (or diminishes, reduces, restrains)
3. hands (or backs, shoulders)
4. lifeblood (or heartbeat, pulse, renewal)
5. Job (Biblical figure) or Odysseus/Penelope (Greek 
mythology) or Sisyphus (Greek mythology)
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