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Definition
Choosing words from synonyms involves selecting the most 

appropriate word from similar options based on differences 

in meaning, connotation, formality, or context.

Example

Choose Words from Synonyms 

G
R

A
M

M
A

R
 W

O
R

K
S

H
E

E
T

Selection 

Criteria
Word Options Difference

Intensity
happy/ecstatic/ple

ased
degree of emotion

Connotation slim/skinny
positive vs. 

negative

Formality
begin/commence/

start
formal vs. casual

Specificity
mistake/miscalcul

ation

general vs. specific 

context

Precision walk/stroll/stride
manner of 

movement

Part 1: Multiple Choice Questions
1. Read the following sentence:

The ancient Egyptians _______ their agricultural practices 

around the annual flooding of the Nile River.

Which word best completes this sentence, considering the 

deliberate and thoughtful nature of their actions?

A. arranged

B. structured

C. organized

D. positioned
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2. The Nile floodplain soil is described by scientists as 

being extremely:

A. rich (general positive term)

B. fertile (specific to soil productivity)

C. abundant (suggests quantity rather than quality)

D. prosperous (better suited for economic contexts)

3. When the floodwaters _______ from the Nile River each 

year, they leave behind nutrient-rich silt that creates ideal 

farming conditions.

Which word most accurately describes the water's 

movement pattern?

A. move

B. withdraw

C. recede

D. depart

4. Farmers along the Nile floodplain must carefully _______ 

when to plant their crops based on the river's flooding cycle.

Which word best conveys the precise timing and judgment 

involved?

A. pick

B. determine

C. select

D. calculate

5. Without the Nile's regular flooding, ancient Egyptian 

civilization might have:

A. disappeared (suggests complete elimination)

B. declined (suggests gradual reduction)

C. collapsed (suggests structural failure)

D. diminished (suggests reduction in size/importance)
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Part 2: Fill in the Blank
1. For each sentence, choose the most appropriate word 
from the given options to accurately describe aspects of 
the Nile River floodplain.
The annual flooding of the Nile was not seen as a 
____________ by ancient Egyptians, but rather as a 
blessing from the gods. (disaster, catastrophe, calamity, 
misfortune)

2. Archaeologists have discovered elaborate irrigation 
systems that ancient Egyptians ____________ to control 
and distribute floodwaters effectively. (built, constructed, 
engineered, assembled)

3. The Nile River floodplain ____________ for thousands of 
years as the foundation of one of humanity's greatest 
civilizations. (worked, functioned, served, operated)

4. Modern agricultural scientists continue to ____________ 
the unique properties of the Nile silt that make it 
exceptionally productive for farming. (study, examine, 
investigate, research)

5. The construction of the Aswan High Dam has 
significantly ____________ the natural flooding patterns of 
the Nile River, creating both benefits and challenges for 
the region. (changed, altered, modified, transformed)
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Part 1: Multiple Choice
1. B. structured (suggests systematic organization around a 
central element)
2. B. fertile (technically precise term for productive soil)
3. C. recede (most precise term for water gradually moving 
back or withdrawing)
4. D. calculate (suggests precise measurement and timing)
5. C. collapsed (best describes the structural failure of a 
civilization)

Part 2: Fill in the Blank
1. catastrophe (strongest term that contrasts most 
dramatically with "blessing")
2. engineered (suggests the technical skill and design 
involved)
3. served (best describes the supportive role of the 
floodplain to civilization)
4. investigate (suggests thorough scientific inquiry)
5. altered (suggests significant but not complete change to 
a natural system)
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