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Diverse Media: TV News

In a TV news interview, a journalist asks questions of and
discusses issues with one or more people who may be
experts, eyewitnesses, informed persons, or others close to
the subject of the news interview. An interview includes
video of the discussion between the interviewer and
interviewee and may also include video or visuals of related
information that tell the viewer more about the subject.

Read the following TV news script and answer the questions.

BREAKING NEWS:
LOCAL HEROES RESCUE COMMUNITY FROM FLOOD

[Anchor Lisa Chen at news desk]

Good evening. I'm Lisa Chen reporting for Channel 7
News. We begin tonight with breaking news from
Riverside County, where heavy rains have caused the
worst flooding in over 30 years.

[Cuts to footage of flooded streets and rescue
operations]

The Thompson River overflowed its banks early this
morning after receiving nearly six inches of rain in just
24 hours. Downtown Riverside is currently under three
feet of water, with rescue operations continuing
through the night.
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[Interview with Fire Chief Marcus Johnson]

"We've evacuated over 200 residents so far, but we
estimate another 50 people are still waiting for help. Our
crews are working around the clock, using boats and high-
water vehicles to reach stranded families."

[Returns to anchor]

In an incredible display of community spirit, local volunteers
have transformed the Riverside High School gymnasium
into a shelter, providing food, blankets, and medical
assistance to displaced families.

[Interview with volunteer coordinator Sarah Williams]
"We've had over 100 volunteers show up today, bringing
donations and offering help. The response has been
overwhelming. This is what community is all about—
neighbors helping neighbors during tough times."

[Anchor Lisa Chen]

Weather forecasters predict the rain will continue through
tomorrow morning, but emergency management officials
assure residents they are prepared for the situation. For the
latest updates on evacuation routes and shelter locations,
visit our website at channel7news.com.

This is Lisa Chen, reporting live for Channel 7 News. We'll
keep you updated as this story develops.
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1.What is the main topic of this news report?

2. What facts does the news report provide about

the flooding situation?

3. How is this TV news report organized to present

information?
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Diverse Media: TV News - Answer Key

1.What is the main topic of this news report?

The flooding in Riverside County and the
community's response to this emergency situation.
2. What facts does the news report provide about
the flooding situation?

The Thompson River overflowed after six inches of
rain; downtown is under three feet of water; 200
residents evacuated; 50 people still need rescue;
and rain will continue through morning.

3. How is this TV news report organized to present
information?

The report begins with an anchor introduction,
shows flood footage, includes expert interviews,
provides viewer resources, and ends with a
promise of updates. This structure moves from
main event to specific details to practical

information.



