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Spatial Order

a

Spatial order is an organizational pattern that arranges 
details according to their physical location or position in 
space. Authors use directional words (above, below, left, 
right, north, south) and positional terms (next to, between, 
surrounding) to guide readers through descriptions of 
places, objects, or scenes. This structure creates clear 
mental images and helps readers visualize relationships 
between different elements within a physical space.

The Secret Library

At the very top of the ancient university building stands a 
forgotten library, hidden away from curious students and 
distracted professors. The heavy oak door, with its 
tarnished brass handle shaped like a griffin, opens to reveal 
a circular room bathed in golden light from tall, arched 
windows that face east.

In the center of the room sits a massive round table of 
dark mahogany, its surface etched with astronomical 
symbols and constellations. Surrounding this centerpiece, 
twelve high-backed chairs with velvet cushions stand in 
perfect symmetry, as if waiting for a secret council to 
convene.

Against the curved walls, floor-to-ceiling bookshelves 
contain thousands of leather-bound volumes arranged by 

Read the following descriptive passage and answer the 
questions.
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subject rather than author. The northernmost section 
houses ancient scientific texts, while the eastern shelves 
contain philosophical works from civilizations long 
vanished. To the south, one finds mathematical treatises 
with intricate geometric diagrams, and finally, the western 
shelves hold journals and diaries of the university's 
founding scholars.

Between the southern and western sections, a narrow 
spiral staircase winds upward to a small observation 
platform. From this elevated perch, one can look down 
upon the entire library or gaze out the highest window 
toward the distant mountains.

Below the central table, partially hidden by an ornate 
Persian rug, lies a trapdoor leading to a secret study room 
beneath the library. There, a single desk faces a small 
fireplace in the eastern wall, with two comfortable 
armchairs positioned on either side of the hearth.

1. How does the author organize the description of the 

bookshelves in the library?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
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2. What spatial indicators does the author use to help the 

reader understand the layout of the room?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

3. How does spatial organization help the reader visualize 

the relationship between different elements in the room?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
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Spatial Order-Answer Key
1. How does the author organize the description of the 

bookshelves in the library?

The author describes the bookshelves according to the 

four cardinal directions (north, east, south, west), 

organizing them in a clockwise order and explaining what 

types of books are found in each section.

2. What spatial indicators does the author use to help the 

reader understand the layout of the room?

The author uses directional terms (top, center, against 

walls, northernmost, eastern, southern, western, beneath, 

upward) and positional words (surrounding, between, 

below) to establish clear spatial relationships.

3. How does spatial organization help the reader visualize 

the relationship between different elements in the room?

Spatial organization helps readers create a mental map 

of the circular room, understanding the positions of the 

table, chairs, bookshelves, staircase, and secret study 

relative to each other and the overall layout.


