READING WORKSHEET

Name Date

Plot

Plot is the sequence of events in a story and how they
connect. It typically follows a structure: exposition
introduces characters and setting; rising action builds
conflict; climax is the turning point of highest tension;
falling action shows consequences; and resolution
concludes the story. A well-developed plot has causality,
where each event happens because of previous events,
creating meaningful character development.

Read the following short story and answer the questions.

The Last Performance

Mia had practiced her violin solo for months, perfecting
each note for the spring concert. As the youngest musician
ever selected for a solo performance with the city's youth
orchestra, she felt both honored and terrified. "You'll be
amazing," her grandmother had assured her, promising to
sit in the front row as she had for every recital since Mia
was Six.

The morning of the concert, Mia's mother received a call.

Grandmother had fallen and been taken to the hospital.
Though the doctors said she would recover, she would
certainly miss the concert. Mia's hands trembled as she
packed her violin. "Maybe | should skip the performance,”
she suggested, but her mother shook her head.
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"Your grandmother would be heartbroken if you missed this
opportunity because of her," she said firmly.

At the concert hall, Mia peeked through the curtains at
the audience. The empty seat in the front row seemed to
mock her. When the conductor announced her name, her
legs felt like lead as she walked onto the stage. The bright
lights blinded her as she raised her violin and positioned it
under her chin.

Just as she was about to play the first note, Mia spotted
something on the empty seat—her grandmother's bright
blue scarf, the one she wore to every performance for good
luck. Beside it sat her mother, holding up her phone.
Suddenly Mia understood—her grandmother would be
watching after all.

With renewed confidence, Mia drew her bow across the
strings, filling the hall with music more beautiful than she
had ever played before. When she finished, the audience
erupted in applause. Later, her mother revealed that
Grandmother had listened to every note from her hospital
bed and couldn't have been prouder.
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1. What is the main conflict in this story?

2. Identify the climax of the story and explain why this

moment is significant.

3. How is the conflict resolved by the end of the story?
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1. What is the main conflict in this story?

The main conflict is Mia struggling with her confidence
and ability to perform without her grandmother's physical
presence and support, which she has relied on for all her
performances.

2. Identify the climax of the story and explain why this
moment is significant.

The climax occurs when Mia sees her grandmother's
scarf and realizes she'll be watching remotely. This
moment is significant because it represents the turning
point where her fear transforms into courage.

3. How is the conflict resolved by the end of the story?
The conflict resolves when Mia plays beautifully despite
her grandmother's absence, gaining confidence from
knowing her grandmother is still watching virtually. She
succeeds without her physical presence, showing

personal growth.
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