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Detail Overlaps and Variances 

a

Detail Overlaps refer to shared or similar information, such 
as facts, events, or themes mentioned in both texts. On the 
other hand, Detail Variances highlight the differences, such 
as how the authors approach the topic, their perspectives, 
writing styles, or the specific focus of their texts.
Why Is This Concept Important?
• Authors often use different styles or approaches to 

express the same topic. Understanding overlaps and 
variances helps readers explore the topic from multiple 
angles.

• It reveals the authors' choices in presenting details, 
which reflect their purpose and perspective.

• This concept is useful in real-life scenarios, such as 
comparing news articles, evaluating opinion pieces, or 
analyzing different storytelling methods.

Read the following two texts and answer the questions.

Text A: 
The Impact of Climate Change on Arctic Wildlife

Climate change has significantly altered the Arctic ecosystem, 
affecting wildlife such as polar bears, seals, and migratory birds. 
Melting ice caps have reduced hunting grounds for polar bears, 
forcing them to travel farther for food. Seals rely on ice for 
resting and breeding, but disappearing ice has disrupted their 
lifecycle. Migratory birds, like geese and swans, face challenges 
as their nesting grounds become unpredictable due to rising
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Detail Overlaps and Variances 
temperatures. Scientists warn that these changes could lead to a 

cascading effect, threatening the balance of the Arctic food chain.

Text B: 
A Polar Bear’s Journey

The young polar bear, Nuna, paddled through the icy waters, 

searching for a safe place to rest. The ice that had once stretched 

endlessly across the horizon was now scattered, broken into pieces 

too small to hold her weight. Nuna’s belly growled with hunger, but 

the seals she depended on had vanished, and the icy winds gave her 

little comfort. She remembered her mother’s stories of a time when 

the Arctic was full of life—when seals lounged on thick ice and 

migratory birds filled the skies. But those days were gone, and Nuna 

knew she had to keep moving, no matter how tired she felt.

1. What challenges are mentioned in both texts regarding 
Arctic wildlife?  How do both texts describe the impact of 
melting ice on polar bears?

2. How do the tone and the purpose of Text A differ from 
the tone of Text B?
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Detail Overlaps and Variances 
3. In what ways does Text A use factual evidence and 
broad ecological descriptions, while Text B employs 
storytelling and emotional appeal to convey the message?

4. Why do the authors choose different formats 
(informational vs. narrative) to discuss the same topic, 
and how do these formats affect the audience's 
understanding and engagement?

5. Considering the content, tone, style, and format of 
both texts, which text do you think is more effective in 
educating or impacting readers, and why?
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Detail Overlaps and Variances – Answer Key 
temperatures. Scientists warn that these changes could lead to a 

cascading effect, threatening the balance of the Arctic food chain.

Text B: 
A Polar Bear’s Journey

The young polar bear, Nuna, paddled through the icy waters, 

searching for a safe place to rest. The ice that had once stretched 

endlessly across the horizon was now scattered, broken into pieces 

too small to hold her weight. Nuna’s belly growled with hunger, but 

the seals she depended on had vanished, and the icy winds gave her 

little comfort. She remembered her mother’s stories of a time when 

the Arctic was full of life—when seals lounged on thick ice and 

migratory birds filled the skies. But those days were gone, and Nuna 

knew she had to keep moving, no matter how tired she felt.

1. What challenges are mentioned in both texts regarding 
Arctic wildlife?  How do both texts describe the impact of 
melting ice on polar bears?
Both texts highlight the challenges caused by melting ice in the 
Arctic, focusing on the struggles of polar bears to find food and the 
disruption of seals' breeding grounds. Additionally, both emphasize 
the broader ecological impacts of climate change on Arctic wildlife 
and ecosystems.

2. How do the tone and the purpose of Text A differ from 
the tone of Text B?
Text A adopts a factual and objective tone to inform readers about 
the scientific and ecological effects of climate change, while Text 
B uses a narrative and emotional tone to create empathy for polar 
bears. These differences reveal that Text A aims to educate and 
provide a comprehensive overview, whereas Text B seeks to 
personalize the issue and evoke emotional engagement.
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3. In what ways does Text A use factual evidence and 
broad ecological descriptions, while Text B employs 
storytelling and emotional appeal to convey the message?
Text A relies on scientific evidence, objective descriptions, and 
general data to educate readers about Arctic wildlife and climate 
change. In contrast, Text B uses storytelling techniques, including 
a protagonist (Nuna), vivid imagery, and emotional appeal, to 
make the issue relatable and impactful on a personal level.

4. Why do the authors choose different formats 
(informational vs. narrative) to discuss the same topic, 
and how do these formats affect the audience's 
understanding and engagement?
The authors choose different formats based on their goals: Text 
A uses an informational format to provide a detailed and factual 
overview for readers seeking knowledge, while Text B uses a 
narrative format to engage readers emotionally and inspire 
empathy. These choices affect the audience’s understanding by 
either appealing to logic and reason (Text A) or emotions and 
experiences (Text B).

5. Considering the content, tone, style, and format of 
both texts, which text do you think is more effective in 
educating or impacting readers, and why?
Both texts are effective in their own ways, but Text B may have a 
stronger impact on readers due to its emotional and narrative 
approach. By focusing on a single polar bear’s journey, the author 
creates a relatable and engaging story that evokes empathy and 
allows readers to connect emotionally with the challenges faced 
by Arctic wildlife. The vivid imagery and storytelling elements 
make the issue feel personal and urgent, which can inspire 
readers to take action or learn more about climate change. 

Detail Overlaps and Variances – Answer Key 


