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Develop Story Elements

To create engaging stories, you need to develop key story
elements: setting, plot, and characters. A well-described
setting helps readers imagine the world of your story. The
plot, or the sequence of events, moves your story forward
and keeps readers interested. Most plots follow a structure
that includes:

Exposition: Introducing the characters and setting.

Rising Action: Building tension or conflict.

Climax: The turning point of the story.

Falling Action: Showing the results of the climax.
Resolution: Wrapping up the story.

However, not all stories follow this sequence. Some start
with the climax and reveal earlier events later. Characters
come to life through dialogue, which shows their emotions
and personalities. Dialogue brings energy to a story and
helps readers connect with the characters.

Read the two versions of a scene below. Then, explain why
Version 2 gives a clearer and more engaging understanding
of the writer and his family.

Version 1:

My whole family was cheering as my older brother, Abe,
wrestled someone who had beaten him in an earlier meet. He
was winning, so Mom and my aunt were yelling really loudly.
Dad was his usual self. My uncle muttered under his breath.
Then my brother’s opponent tried to crawl away, so Abe ran
over, grabbed his leg, and dragged him back into the center of
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the mat! The entire gym jumped up and cheered! My parents,
aunt, and uncle laughed. | yelled out Abe’s hame.

Version 2:

“Go Abe!” screamed my mom and aunt as my older brother, Abe,
wrestled someone who had beaten him in an earlier meet.
“Take him down!” roared my dad, never taking his eyes off Abe.
My uncle acted like he was wrestling, too. “Get him,” he
muttered under his breath, his hands mimicking Abe’s
movements.

Then an incredible thing happened. Abe’'s opponent tried to
crawl away, so my brother ran over, grabbed his leg, and
dragged him back to the center of the mat.

“WOO0000O0!" The entire gym jumped to its feet and erupted in
cheers. My parents, aunt, and uncle doubled over in laughter.
“That was amazing!” my aunt gasped.

“l used that move on him last night!” my uncle laughed.

| started a chant, “Abe! Abe! Abe!”

Explain why version 2 is better.
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the mat! The entire gym jumped up and cheered! My parents,
aunt, and uncle laughed. | yelled out Abe’s hame.

Version 2:

“Go Abe!” screamed my mom and aunt as my older brother, Abe,
wrestled someone who had beaten him in an earlier meet.

“Take him down!” roared my dad, never taking his eyes off Abe.
My uncle acted like he was wrestling, too. “Get him,” he
muttered under his breath, his hands mimicking Abe’s
movements.

Then an incredible thing happened. Abe’'s opponent tried to
crawl away, so my brother ran over, grabbed his leg, and
dragged him back to the center of the mat.

“WOO0000O0!" The entire gym jumped to its feet and erupted in
cheers. My parents, aunt, and uncle doubled over in laughter.
“That was amazing!” my aunt gasped.

“l used that move on him last night!”
| started a chant, “Abe! Abe! Abe!”

my uncle laughed.

Explain why version 2 is better.

Version 2 is better because it uses dialogue and
detailed actions to show each character’s personality
and emotions. For example, the uncle mimicking
Abe’s movements adds humor, while the aunt’s
comment (“That was amazing!”) shows excitement.
These details make the scene more vivid and
engaging.



