
Name Date

a

Pacing refers to the way an author manipulates time in a 
story to control how the narrative unfolds. Effective pacing 
keeps readers engaged, builds tension, and enhances 
emotional impact. Authors can slow down or speed up the 
pace depending on the mood, tone, or significance of the 
events being described.
Methods to Slow Down the Pace:  
• Detailed Descriptions: Adding vivid imagery and sensory details 

to immerse the reader in the moment.  
• Internal Monologue: Highlighting a character’s thoughts and 

emotions to create tension.  
• Deliberate Sentence Structure: Using longer, complex sentences 

to slow the rhythm of the narrative.
Methods to Speed Up the Pace:  
• Rapid Succession of Events: Presenting multiple plot points 

quickly, often using short sentences or fragments.  
• Minimal Dialogue or Description: Focusing on actions rather than 

detailed descriptions.  
• Cliffhanger Endings: Cutting off a scene abruptly to move the 

narrative forward or heighten suspense.

Pacing

Read the two passages below. Identify how the authors use 
pacing techniques to manipulate the story’s mood.

The forest was silent, save for the faint rustling of leaves in 
the wind. Eve’s heart pounded as she crept forward, her 
flashlight trembling in her hand. The thin beam of light danced 
over the twisted roots and gnarled branches, creating eerie 
shadows that seemed to move on their own. Her breath came 
in shallow gasps as she strained to listen for any sound—any
hint that she was not alone. She stopped suddenly, frozen in
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place. Was that the snap of a twig behind her? Her pulse 
thundered in her ears as she gripped the flashlight tighter and 
slowly turned around.

1. How does the author slow down the pace in this passage?

2. What effect does the slower pacing have on the mood and 
tension?

The door burst open, and Alex charged into the room. “Get out!” 
he shouted, shoving the chair aside as he dashed toward the 
window. Outside, the sound of sirens grew louder. He glanced 
back—just for a second—and saw the shadow of the intruder 
creeping closer. No time. He threw himself out the window, 
hitting the ground hard. He rolled to his feet and sprinted down 
the alley, the shouts and footsteps of his pursuers echoing 
behind him.

3. How does the author speed up the pace in this passage?  

Pacing



Name Date

place. Was that the snap of a twig behind her? Her pulse 
thundered in her ears as she gripped the flashlight tighter and 
slowly turned around.

1. How does the author slow down the pace in this passage?
The author slows the pace using detailed descriptions of the forest, 
Eve’s movements, and her emotions. The flashlight’s trembling 
and the eerie shadows create vivid imagery, while Eve’s shallow 
breaths and pounding heart add tension.
2. What effect does the slower pacing have on the mood and 
tension?
The slower pacing builds suspense and heightens the reader’s 
sense of anxiety. The detailed descriptions immerse the reader 
in Eve’s fear, making the scene feel more intense and mysterious.

The door burst open, and Alex charged into the room. “Get out!” 
he shouted, shoving the chair aside as he dashed toward the 
window. Outside, the sound of sirens grew louder. He glanced 
back—just for a second—and saw the shadow of the intruder 
creeping closer. No time. He threw himself out the window, 
hitting the ground hard. He rolled to his feet and sprinted down 
the alley, the shouts and footsteps of his pursuers echoing 
behind him.

3. How does the author speed up the pace in this passage?  
The author speeds up the pace by using short sentences and 
rapid action verbs (e.g., “burst,” “charged,” “shouting,” 
“dashed”). There is little time spent on description, and the 
focus remains on Alex’s physical actions.

Pacing – Answer Key


