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Author’s Craft: Imagery

Imagery refers to the use of vivid and descriptive language to
create mental pictures for the reader. In The Adventures of
Tom Sawyer, Mark Twain uses imagery to paint vivid scenes
of nature and childhood, immersing the reader in a world full
of adventure and nostalgia.

Read the excerpt from 7he Adventures of Tom Sawyer and
answer the questions about how imagery contributes to the
setting and tone of the story.

"The sun rose upon a tranquil world, and beamed down
upon the peaceful village like a benediction. The trees were
green, the flowers were abundant, and the air was filled
with the fresh smell of summer. The river lay in
shimmering blue, and the distant hills seemed to melt into
the sky. A boy sat on a fence, his face lit with anticipation
as he watched the world come alive around him."

Meet the Author:

Mark Twain (1835-1910), born Samuel Langhorne
Clemens, was an American writer, humorist, and lecturer.
Known for his sharp wit and keen observations of human
nature, Twain is considered one of the greatest American
authors. His works often reflect themes of childhood,
morality, and the complexities of society.

1. How does Twain's use of imagery in the excerpt create
a sense of tranquility and nostalgia? Provide examples
from the text.
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2. What specific words or phrases evoke the sights, smells,
and feelings of summer? How does this enhance the setting?

3. Based on Twain's background, how does his upbringing
along the Mississippi River influence his detailed
descriptions of nature?

Write a short paragraph using descriptive imagery to describe
a summer morning in your hometown.
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Author’s Craft: Imagery — Answer Key

Twain’s imagery creates a tranquil and nostalgic mood
through descriptions like “sun rose upon a tranquil world”
and “the air was filled with the fresh smell of summer.”
These phrases evoke peace and simplicity, reminiscent of
childhood innocence.

2. What specific words or phrases evoke the sights, smells,
and feelings of summer? How does this enhance the setting?
Words like “shimmering blue,” “green trees,” and “the fresh
smell of summer” appeal to the senses, making the setting
vivid and immersive. The imagery enhances the idyllic and
peaceful tone of the scene.

3. Based on Twain's background, how does his upbringing
along the Mississippi River influence his detailed
descriptions of nature?

Twain’s upbringing along the Mississippi River influences
his detailed descriptions of nature, such as the “river lay in
shimmering blue.” His familiarity with rural landscapes adds
authenticity and richness to the imagery.

Write a short paragraph using descriptive imagery to describe
a summer morning in your hometown.



