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To achieve strong sentence fluency, your writing needs to 
have a purposeful rhythm created by varying sentence 
lengths. Smooth sentences flow naturally from word to word 
and phrase to phrase, making them clear and easy to read. 
Sometimes, you may need to expand or combine sentences 
to improve their flow.  
By mixing short sentences with longer ones, you create 
writing that feels balanced and engaging. Long sentences 
allow for detailed descriptions or in-depth explanations, while 
short sentences add emphasis or quick clarity. Both are 
important for making your writing fluent and enjoyable to 
read.

Create a Purposeful Rhythm

Rewrite the sentences below to make them smoother and 
easier to read. Add details or break long sentences into 
shorter ones as needed to create a rhythm.

1. Sanja can’t believe that his sister won a prize at the 
contest. She will go to camp this year for free, and he’s 
jealous. 

2. It’s pretty cool that Ben’s brother was featured in the 
newspaper. 
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3. Destiny hasn’t found any information about her ancestors for 
her family tree project. She’s going to keep searching through 
courthouse records, hoping to discover something useful. 

4. Shana hasn’t been able to find anyone to care for her dog while 
her family is on vacation. 

5. Kevin is the only one who knows who will be elected president. 

6. Is it true that you’ll have to travel to that store far away just to 
get the shoes that match the dress you bought? 

7. The teacher asked the students to present their favorite book in 
class. Some students were nervous, but others were excited to 
share their ideas. 

Create a Purposeful Rhythm
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To achieve strong sentence fluency, your writing needs to 
have a purposeful rhythm created by varying sentence 
lengths. Smooth sentences flow naturally from word to word 
and phrase to phrase, making them clear and easy to read. 
Sometimes, you may need to expand or combine sentences 
to improve their flow.  
By mixing short sentences with longer ones, you create 
writing that feels balanced and engaging. Long sentences 
allow for detailed descriptions or in-depth explanations, while 
short sentences add emphasis or quick clarity. Both are 
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read.

Rewrite the sentences below to make them smoother and 
easier to read. Add details or break long sentences into 
shorter ones as needed to create a rhythm.

1. Sanja can’t believe that his sister won a prize at the 
contest. She will go to camp this year for free, and he’s 
jealous. 

Sanja can’t believe his sister won a prize at the contest. 
She gets to go to camp for free this year, and he’s feeling 
jealous about it. 

2. It’s pretty cool that Ben’s brother was featured in the 
newspaper. 

Ben’s brother was featured in the newspaper, and 
everyone thinks it’s pretty cool. It’s not every day 
someone you know gets mentioned like that! 

Create a Purposeful Rhythm – Answer Key
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3. Destiny hasn’t found any information about her ancestors for 
her family tree project. She’s going to keep searching through 
courthouse records, hoping to discover something useful. 

Destiny hasn’t found any information about her ancestors for 
her family tree project. She plans to keep searching through 
courthouse records and other sources, hoping to find 
something helpful soon. 

4. Shana hasn’t been able to find anyone to care for her dog while 
her family is on vacation. 

Shana has been looking for someone to take care of her dog 
while her family is on vacation. Unfortunately, she hasn’t 
found anyone yet. 

5. Kevin is the only one who knows who will be elected president. 

Kevin seems to be the only one who knows who will be elected 
president. He’s keeping it a secret, but everyone is curious. 

6. Is it true that you’ll have to travel to that store far away just to 
get the shoes that match the dress you bought? 

Is it true that you need to go all the way to that store across 
town to find the shoes that match your dress? That sounds 
like a lot of trouble! 

7. The teacher asked the students to present their favorite book in 
class. Some students were nervous, but others were excited to 
share their ideas. 

The teacher asked the students to share their favorite books 
in class. Some students were excited to talk about their 
choices, while others felt a little nervous about speaking in 
front of everyone. 

Create a Purposeful Rhythm – Answer Key


