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A strong conclusion does more than say “In conclusion” or 
“The end.” It sums up your writing, leaves a lasting 
impression, and provides closure for your readers. No matter 
the type of writing—whether it’s an essay, story, or article—a 
conclusion should tie together your ideas and give readers a 
sense of satisfaction.  
Remember: Surprises in a conclusion can be powerful, but 
they must be purposeful. A good conclusion wraps up your 
topic and makes readers feel that your writing is complete 
and meaningful.

Write an Effective Conclusion

Think of an anecdote (a short and interesting story) about 
something that has happened to you. Use the sequence map 
below to organize your ideas. 
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Write an Effective Conclusion

Think about the ending for your anecdote. Write what your 
conclusion should do and explain why it is important.

Conclusion:

Why This Conclusion Works:
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A strong conclusion does more than say “In conclusion” or 
“The end.” It sums up your writing, leaves a lasting 
impression, and provides closure for your readers. No matter 
the type of writing—whether it’s an essay, story, or article—a 
conclusion should tie together your ideas and give readers a 
sense of satisfaction.  
Remember: Surprises in a conclusion can be powerful, but 
they must be purposeful. A good conclusion wraps up your 
topic and makes readers feel that your writing is complete 
and meaningful.

Write an Effective Conclusion – Answer Key

Think of an anecdote (a short and interesting story) about 
something that has happened to you. Use the sequence map 
below to organize your ideas. 

Helping a stranger 
pick up their 
groceries after the 
bag broke.

The stranger is 
struggling to pick 
up the items in the 
rain, and people 
are walking by 
without helping.

Me, the stranger, 
and a few people 
in the store.

The stranger 
looks 
embarrassed and 
tries to gather 
everything quickly.

Outside a grocery 
store on a rainy 
day.

The stranger’s 
bag tears, and 
groceries spill 
everywhere.
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I decide to help, 
even though I’m in 
a rush.

Together, we 
gather all the 
groceries and put 
them into a new 
bag.

The stranger 
thanks me and 
smiles, saying my 
help made their 
day better.

I walk away, 
feeling a sense of 
pride and 
happiness.

Kindness is 
contagious. It 
feels good to 
make someone’s 
day better.

Helping others, 
even in small 
ways, can have a 
big impact.

Think about the ending for your anecdote. Write what your 
conclusion should do and explain why it is important.

Conclusion: In the end, the experience taught me that 
even small acts of kindness can make a big difference. 
As I walked away, I felt proud of myself—not for solving 
the problem, but for learning how important it is to help 
others.  
Why This Conclusion Works: This conclusion works 
because it ties back to the main theme of the anecdote, 
leaves the reader with a meaningful message, and brings 
closure to the story. It doesn’t just summarize the 
events—it highlights the lesson learned, making the 
ending more powerful and memorable.

Write an Effective Conclusion – Answer Key


