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Repetition is a rhetorical device in which a word or phrase is 
repeated to emphasize an idea, evoke emotion, or create 
rhythm. It is particularly effective in speeches and persuasive 
writing. Repetition is commonly used to make ideas more 
memorable or to reinforce key messages.

Repetition

Determine whether each statement about repetition is 
T(true) or F(false).

1. Repetition means repeating a word or a phrase for 
emphasis. 

2. Repetition is only found in prose. 

3. Repetition is an aspect of style, tone, and rhythm. 

4. Epistrophe is a rhetorical device consisting of the 
repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning of 
successive phrases, clauses, or sentences. 

5. Epizeuxis is a rhetorical device meaning the 
repetition of a word or phrase in rapid succession 
without interruption. 

6. Mesodiplosis is the repetition of a word or phrase in 
the middle of successive phrases or clauses. 

7. Anaphora is the intentional repetition of a certain 
word or phrase at the end of a sentence. 

8. Diacope is the repetition of a word or phrase with 
other words in between. 

9. Repetition has historically been an important device 
for orally told stories because it helps storytellers 
remember the story.



Name Date

Repetition
Read the passage below and answer the questions that 
follow.

"Even though large tracts of Europe and many old and 
famous States have fallen or may fall into the grip of 
the Gestapo and all the odious apparatus of Nazi rule, 
we shall not flag or fail. We shall go on to the end, we 
shall fight in France. We shall fight on the seas and 
oceans. We shall fight with growing confidence and 
growing strength in the air. We shall defend our Island, 
whatever the cost may be. We shall fight on the 
beaches. We shall fight on the landing grounds. We 
shall fight in the fields and in the streets. We shall fight 
in the hills. We shall never surrender."

Excerpt from Winston Churchill’s Speech (World War II)

1. What words/phrases does Churchill repeat?

2. What is the effect of this repetition?

3. What kind of repetition is used in this passage?
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Repetition is a rhetorical device in which a word or phrase is 
repeated to emphasize an idea, evoke emotion, or create 
rhythm. It is particularly effective in speeches and persuasive 
writing. Repetition is commonly used to make ideas more 
memorable or to reinforce key messages.

Repetition – Answer Key

Determine whether each statement about repetition is 
T(true) or F(false).

1. Repetition means repeating a word or a phrase for 
emphasis. 

2. Repetition is only found in prose. 

3. Repetition is an aspect of style, tone, and rhythm. 

4. Epistrophe is a rhetorical device consisting of the 
repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning of 
successive phrases, clauses, or sentences. 

5. Epizeuxis is a rhetorical device meaning the 
repetition of a word or phrase in rapid succession 
without interruption. 

6. Mesodiplosis is the repetition of a word or phrase in 
the middle of successive phrases or clauses. 

7. Anaphora is the intentional repetition of a certain 
word or phrase at the end of a sentence. 

8. Diacope is the repetition of a word or phrase with 
other words in between. 

9. Repetition has historically been an important device 
for orally told stories because it helps storytellers 
remember the story.
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Read the passage below and answer the questions that 
follow.

"Even though large tracts of Europe and many old and 
famous States have fallen or may fall into the grip of 
the Gestapo and all the odious apparatus of Nazi rule, 
we shall not flag or fail. We shall go on to the end, we 
shall fight in France. We shall fight on the seas and 
oceans. We shall fight with growing confidence and 
growing strength in the air. We shall defend our Island, 
whatever the cost may be. We shall fight on the 
beaches. We shall fight on the landing grounds. We 
shall fight in the fields and in the streets. We shall fight 
in the hills. We shall never surrender."

Excerpt from Winston Churchill’s Speech (World War II)

1. What words/phrases does Churchill repeat?
The phrase "We shall fight" is repeated multiple times 
throughout the passage to emphasize determination and 
resilience.
The word "fight" appears in nearly every sentence, reinforcing 
the theme of defiance and perseverance.

2. What is the effect of this repetition?
The repetition creates a rhythmic and powerful tone, inspiring 
confidence and unity among listeners.  

3. What kind of repetition is used in this passage?
The repetition of "We shall fight" at the beginning of successive 
clauses is an example of anaphora.

Repetition – Answer Key


