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Foreshadowing is a literary technique where the author 
provides subtle hints or clues about events that will happen 
later in the story. This device is used to build suspense, 
engage readers, and prepare them for future developments.

Foreshadowing

Read the passages below. Predict what will happen next by 
analyzing the clues provided in the text.

Tom woke up happy. He had no idea that by the end of the day, 
he’d be taking an ambulance ride. But it was time to get to work. 
Tom grabbed his power tools from his toolbox and started the 
project. It was tough work, but Tom was determined.
What will happen by the end of the story?

It was Kiki’s first day at a new school. She didn’t know anyone. Kiki 
was nervous, but little did she know, this would be her last day of 
loneliness. The teacher sat Kiki next to a girl named Jessica. 
Jessica gave her a warm smile.
What will happen by the end of the story?

Brian bought the lottery ticket, but he didn’t know it would change 
his life forever. He bought it on a whim. He went to work, followed 
his boss’s orders, drove home, and spent time with his family. Life 
went on as usual—until the news came on TV.
What will happen by the end of the story?

Tom will likely have an accident while working with the power 
tools.

Kiki will make a friend—possibly Jessica—and start to feel 
more at home at her new school.

Brian will win the lottery, which will bring significant changes 
to his life.



Name Date

Armando will likely get caught in the rain and muddy his new 
shoes.

Foreshadowing
“Armando, don’t get your new shoes muddy!” Mom yelled as he left 
the house. “Okay, Mom!” Armando called back as he hopped and 
skipped to the bus stop. Armando always did what his mom told him. 
In the distance, dark clouds began to gather.
What will happen by the end of the story?

“I fear too early, for my mind misgives
Some consequence yet hanging in the stars
Shall bitterly begin his fearful date
With this night’s revels and expire the term
Of a despised life closed in my breast
By some vile forfeit of untimely death.”
What will happen by the end of the story?

“A water snake glided smoothly up the pool, twisting its periscope 
head from side to side; and it swam the length of the pool and 
came to the legs of a motionless heron that stood in the shallows. 
A silent head and beak lanced down and plucked it out by the head, 
and the beak swallowed the little snake while its tail waved 
frantically.”
What will happen by the end of the story?

Romeo senses that something tragic will happen, which 
foreshadows his and Juliet’s untimely deaths.

This scene foreshadows a sudden and violent death, likely 
mirroring the fate of one of the characters.
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Foreshadowing is a literary technique where the author 
provides subtle hints or clues about events that will happen 
later in the story. This device is used to build suspense, 
engage readers, and prepare them for future developments.

Foreshadowing – Answer Key

Read the passages below. Predict what will happen next by 
analyzing the clues provided in the text.

Tom will likely have an accident while working with the power 
tools.

Kiki will make a friend—possibly Jessica—and start to feel 
more at home at her new school.

Brian will win the lottery, which will bring significant changes 
to his life.

Tom woke up happy. He had no idea that by the end of the day, 
he’d be taking an ambulance ride. But it was time to get to work. 
Tom grabbed his power tools from his toolbox and started the 
project. It was tough work, but Tom was determined.
What will happen by the end of the story?

It was Kiki’s first day at a new school. She didn’t know anyone. Kiki 
was nervous, but little did she know, this would be her last day of 
loneliness. The teacher sat Kiki next to a girl named Jessica. 
Jessica gave her a warm smile.
What will happen by the end of the story?

Brian bought the lottery ticket, but he didn’t know it would change 
his life forever. He bought it on a whim. He went to work, followed 
his boss’s orders, drove home, and spent time with his family. Life 
went on as usual—until the news came on TV.
What will happen by the end of the story?
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Armando will likely get caught in the rain and muddy his new 
shoes.

Romeo senses that something tragic will happen, which 
foreshadows his and Juliet’s untimely deaths.

This scene foreshadows a sudden and violent death, likely 
mirroring the fate of one of the characters.

Foreshadowing – Answer Key
“Armando, don’t get your new shoes muddy!” Mom yelled as he left 
the house. “Okay, Mom!” Armando called back as he hopped and 
skipped to the bus stop. Armando always did what his mom told him. 
In the distance, dark clouds began to gather.
What will happen by the end of the story?

“I fear too early, for my mind misgives
Some consequence yet hanging in the stars
Shall bitterly begin his fearful date
With this night’s revels and expire the term
Of a despised life closed in my breast
By some vile forfeit of untimely death.”
What will happen by the end of the story?

“A water snake glided smoothly up the pool, twisting its periscope 
head from side to side; and it swam the length of the pool and 
came to the legs of a motionless heron that stood in the shallows. 
A silent head and beak lanced down and plucked it out by the head, 
and the beak swallowed the little snake while its tail waved 
frantically.”
What will happen by the end of the story?


