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Author's Purpose: Explain or Persuade

The author’s purpose is the reason why the author
writes something. Authors write for three main reasons:
to entertain, to explain, or to persuade.

Use an inference map to identify the author’s purpose.

Early each school day, children gather, but not for a bus.
Since their village is near a wide river, they take a ferry to
school. In the summer, the ride is calm, and the children
enjoy looking at fish swimming in the clear water. In the
rainy season, strong currents make the trip slower, and the
ferry must sail carefully for safety. These details show how

students in river villages get to school in unique ways.
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READING SKILLS WORKSHEET

EDU.COM
Name Date

Author's Purpose: Explain or Persuade — Answer Key

The author’s purpose is the reason why the author
writes something. Authors write for three main reasons:
to entertain, to explain, or to persuade.

Use an inference map to identify the author’s purpose.

Early each school day, children gather, but not for a bus.
Since their village is near a wide river, they take a ferry to
school. In the summer, the ride is calm, and the children
enjoy looking at fish swimming in the clear water. In the
rainy season, strong currents make the trip slower, and the
ferry must sail carefully for safety. These details show how

students in river villages get to school in unique ways.

Detail 1 Detail 2 Detail 3
Students take In summer, In rainy
a ferry to students enjoy season, the
school. the clear water. ferry stay safe.

Author’s Purpose: To inform the unique way to school.



