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Author‘s Craft: Purpose and Main Ideas

Authors Craft is how writers use words, ideas, and 
techniques to make their stories interesting. It helps readers 
understand the story better and enjoy the way it is written.
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"Christmas won’t be Christmas without any presents," 

grumbled Jo, sitting near the fire.

"It’s so hard to be poor," sighed Meg, looking down at her 

worn dress.

"But we still have Father and Mother, and each other," 

said Beth with a gentle smile.

The sisters stopped complaining and began to smile. 

They knew Beth was right.

From Little Women by Louisa May Alcott

Read the text. Choose the correct answer.

1. What is the author’s purpose in this passage?
A. To show that being rich is important
B. To show that family is more important than presents
C. To tell a funny story about Christmas
2. How does the author show her purpose?
A. By describing the sisters' feelings through their dialogue
B. By telling a joke about Christmas
C. By describing the room where the sisters were sitting



Name Date

Author‘s Craft: Purpose and Main Ideas – Answer Key

Authors Craft is how writers use words, ideas, and 
techniques to make their stories interesting. It helps readers 
understand the story better and enjoy the way it is written.
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"Christmas won’t be Christmas without any presents," 

grumbled Jo, sitting near the fire.

"It’s so hard to be poor," sighed Meg, looking down at her 

worn dress.

"But we still have Father and Mother, and each other," 

said Beth with a gentle smile.

The sisters stopped complaining and began to smile. 

They knew Beth was right.

From Little Women by Louisa May Alcott

Read the text. Choose the correct answer.

1. What is the author’s purpose in this passage?
A. To show that being rich is important
B. To show that family is more important than presents
C. To tell a funny story about Christmas
2. How does the author show her purpose?
A. By describing the sisters' feelings through their dialogue
B. By telling a joke about Christmas
C. By describing the room where the sisters were sitting


