
Name Date

Inflections -er,-est and –ing
Inflections are endings added to words to change their 
meaning or show how they are used. The endings -er, -est, 
and -ing are common inflections.-er is used to compare two 
things.-est is used to compare three or more things or show 
the most of something.-ing is used to show an action that is 
happening right now.
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1. What does the inflection -er show?
A. The most of something.
B. Comparing two things.
C. An action happening now.

2. What does the inflection -est show?
A. Comparing two things.
B. The most of something.
C. A past action.

3. What does the inflection -ing show?
A. An action happening now.
B. Comparing three things.
C. A finished action.

4. Which word uses -er correctly?
A. smaller
B. smallest
C. smiling

Choose one answer for each question.



Name Date

Inflections -er,-est and –ing – Answer Key

Inflections are endings added to words to change their 
meaning or show how they are used. The endings -er, -est, 
and -ing are common inflections.-er is used to compare two 
things.-est is used to compare three or more things or show 
the most of something.-ing is used to show an action that is 
happening right now.
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1. What does the inflection -er show?
A. The most of something.
B. Comparing two things.
C. An action happening now.

2. What does the inflection -est show?
A. Comparing two things.
B. The most of something.
C. A past action.

3. What does the inflection -ing show?
A. An action happening now.
B. Comparing three things.
C. A finished action.

4. Which word uses -er correctly?
A. smaller
B. smallest
C. smiling

Choose one answer for each question.


