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Shades of Meaning: Related Words

Shades of meaning refers to the slight differences in 
meaning between similar words or phrases. These 
differences can show varying degrees, emotions, or intensity. 
Example:

happy joyful ecstatic

Circle the word that best fits each sentence.

1. The mouse is (small / tiny / little) compared to the 
elephant.

2. I was (angry / furious / mad) when someone broke my 
favorite toy.

3. The baby kitten made a (quiet / soft / whispered) 
meow.

4. The runner was (tired / exhausted / sleepy) after the 
long race.

Put these words in order from least to most intense.

Word List: cheerful, overjoyed, pleased

Order: _______ →_______ → _______

Word List: gigantic, big, huge

Order: _______ →_______ → _______

V
O

C
A

BU
LA

RY
 S

TR
A

TE
G

IE
S

W
O

RK
SH

EE
T

Intensity 
of 

Meaning



Name Date

Shades of Meaning: Related Words – Answer Key

Shades of meaning refers to the slight differences in 
meaning between similar words or phrases. These 
differences can show varying degrees, emotions, or intensity. 
Example:

happy joyful ecstatic

Circle the word that best fits each sentence.

1. The mouse is (small / tiny / little) compared to the 
elephant.

2. I was (angry / furious / mad) when someone broke my 
favorite toy.

3. The baby kitten made a (quiet / soft / whispered) 
meow.

4. The runner was (tired / exhausted / sleepy) after the 
long race.

Put these words in order from least to most intense.

Word List: cheerful, overjoyed, pleased

Order: __________ →__________ →__________

Word List: gigantic, big, huge

Order: __________ →__________ →__________
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pleased cheerful overjoyed

big huge gigantic


