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Identify and analyze Basic Text Elements
The main idea tells what a text is mostly about, and the 
supporting details are the facts or examples that explain or 
give more information about the main idea.Cause-and-effect 
relationships show how events are connected. A cause is why 
something happens, and an effect is what happens because 
of it. 
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Read the passage and choose the correct answer.
Birds build nests to protect their eggs and keep them safe. 
Most birds use sticks, grass, and feathers to make their 
nests. Nests are often built high in trees or hidden in bushes 
so that predators cannot find them. After the eggs hatch, 
baby birds stay in the nest until they are strong enough to 
fly. The nest keeps the babies warm and safe while their 
parents bring food. If the nest is damaged by strong wind or 
rain, the baby birds cannot stay safe. Birds work hard to 
build nests because the nest is very important for their eggs 
and babies. Without nests, birds would not have a safe 
place to raise their young.

A. Baby birds eat a lot of food.
B. Birds like to live in trees.
C. Birds build nests to keep their eggs and babies safe.

A. The nest becomes stronger.
B. The parents bring more food to the babies.
C. The nest might be damaged, and baby birds are unsafe.

1. What is the main idea of the passage?

2. What is the effect of strong wind or rain on a nest?
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Read the passage and choose the correct answer.

Identify and analyze Basic Text Elements – Answer Key

Read the passage and choose the correct answer.
Birds build nests to protect their eggs and keep them safe. 
Most birds use sticks, grass, and feathers to make their 
nests. Nests are often built high in trees or hidden in bushes 
so that predators cannot find them. After the eggs hatch, 
baby birds stay in the nest until they are strong enough to 
fly. The nest keeps the babies warm and safe while their 
parents bring food. If the nest is damaged by strong wind or 
rain, the baby birds cannot stay safe. Birds work hard to 
build nests because the nest is very important for their eggs 
and babies. Without nests, birds would not have a safe 
place to raise their young.

A. Baby birds eat a lot of food.
B. Birds like to live in trees.
C. Birds build nests to keep their eggs and babies safe.

A. The nest becomes stronger.
B. The parents bring more food to the babies.
C. The nest might be damaged, and baby birds are unsafe.

1. What is the main idea of the passage?

2. What is the effect of strong wind or rain on a nest?


