
Name Date

Use Strategies to Clarify Text Meaning
Monitor and clarify means checking to make sure you 
understand what you are reading and fixing any confusion. 
While reading, stop and ask yourself if the story makes sense. 
If something is unclear, try to reread or think about what you 
already know to understand better.
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Read the passage and choose the correct answer.
Lila and her brother Tom loved exploring. One day, they found 
a dark cave at the edge of the forest. The entrance was 
covered in vines, and a cool breeze came from inside. Lila felt 
curious but also a little nervous. As they walked into the cave, 
their footsteps echoed. They saw strange drawings on the 
walls, like animals and stars. "What do you think these 
drawings mean?" Lila asked. Tom shined his flashlight on one 
drawing that looked like a map. "Maybe it’s showing us a 
secret path," Tom said. Suddenly, they heard a soft rustling 
sound. Lila and Tom froze. "What was that?" Tom whispered. 
They decided to leave the cave and come back another day 
when they were better prepared.

A. Their footsteps made a loud sound in the cave.
B. Their footsteps made the ground shake.
C. Their footsteps were completely silent.

A. She is unsure if they are allowed to enter the cave.
B. The cave is dark, but she wants to explore it.
C. She thinks the cave is dangerous and wants to leave.

1. What does the word "echoed" most likely mean?

2. Why does Lila feel curious and nervous about the cave?
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