
Name Date

Compare and Contrast Themes and Key Details

Compare and contrast characters means finding how 
characters in a story are alike and how they are different. To 
compare, look for things they have in common. To contrast, 
look for things that are not the same.
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Read the passage and choose the correct answer.
PASSAGE 1
In a quiet forest, a squirrel 
named Sam loved collecting 
acorns. One day, Sam saw a 
rabbit struggling to carry a 
heavy basket of carrots. Sam 
decided to help the rabbit and 
carried the basket together 
with him. The rabbit smiled 
and thanked Sam. Later, Sam 
felt happy knowing he had 
made the rabbit’s day easier.

A. Both stories teach about kindness and helping others.
B. Both stories focus on collecting food.
C. Both stories are about solving problems.

A. The rabbit decided to collect more carrots later.
B. Lily and Max shared the seeds they found.
C. Sam carried the basket of carrots to help the rabbit.

1. How are the themes of the two stories alike?

2. Which detail supports the theme of the first story?

PASSAGE 2
On a sunny morning, two 
birds, Lily and Max, found a 
big bag of seeds. At first, 
they fought over the seeds, 
each trying to keep all of 
them. But then Lily said, “If 
we share, we’ll both have 
enough to eat.” Max agreed, 
and they divided the seeds. 
Both birds were full and 
happy, knowing they had 
solved their problem by 
working together.



Name Date

Compare and Contrast Themes and Key Details - Answer Key

Compare and contrast characters means finding how 
characters in a story are alike and how they are different. To 
compare, look for things they have in common. To contrast, 
look for things that are not the same.
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Read the passage and choose the correct answer.
PASSAGE 1
In a quiet forest, a squirrel 
named Sam loved collecting 
acorns. One day, Sam saw a 
rabbit struggling to carry a 
heavy basket of carrots. Sam 
decided to help the rabbit and 
carried the basket together 
with him. The rabbit smiled 
and thanked Sam. Later, Sam 
felt happy knowing he had 
made the rabbit’s day easier.

A. Both stories teach about kindness and helping others.
B. Both stories focus on collecting food.
C. Both stories are about solving problems.

A. The rabbit decided to collect more carrots later.
B. Lily and Max shared the seeds they found.
C. Sam carried the basket of carrots to help the rabbit.

1. How are the themes of the two stories alike?

2. Which detail supports the theme of the first story?

PASSAGE 2
On a sunny morning, two 
birds, Lily and Max, found a 
big bag of seeds. At first, 
they fought over the seeds, 
each trying to keep all of 
them. But then Lily said, “If 
we share, we’ll both have 
enough to eat.” Max agreed, 
and they divided the seeds. 
Both birds were full and 
happy, knowing they had 
solved their problem by 
working together.


