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“Be” and “Have” in Present and Past Tenses

Read each set of sentences and choose the correct one 
based on verb tense.

The verbs be and have change forms in different tenses. In 
the present tense, be becomes am, is, are, and in the past 
tense, it becomes was, were. For example: I am happy 
(present) and I was happy (past). The verb have is have or 
has in the present tense and becomes had in the past tense. 
Example: 
She has a dog (present) and She had a dog (past). 
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1.A. The dog was barking a lot today.
B. The dog is barking a lot today.
C. The dog were barking a lot today.

2.A. We were at the swimming pool yesterday.
B. We was at the swimming pool yesterday.
C. We are at the swimming pool yesterday.

3.A. She had a delicious cake today.
B. She has a delicious cake today.
C. She has a delicious cake yesterday.

4.A. I am tired after the game yesterday.
B. I was tired after the game yesterday.
C. I have tired after the game yesterday.

5.A. They has a new bookshelf.
B. They had a new bookshelf today.
C. They have a new bookshelf now.



Name Date

“Be” and “Have” in Present and Past Tenses - Answer Key

Read each set of sentences and choose the correct one 
based on verb tense.

The verbs be and have change forms in different tenses. In 
the present tense, be becomes am, is, are, and in the past 
tense, it becomes was, were. For example: I am happy 
(present) and I was happy (past). The verb have is have or 
has in the present tense and becomes had in the past tense. 
For example: She has a dog (present) and She had a dog 
(past). 
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1.A. The dog was barking a lot today.
B. The dog is barking a lot today.
C. The dog were barking a lot today.

2.A. We were at the swimming pool yesterday.
B. We was at the swimming pool yesterday.
C. We are at the swimming pool yesterday.

3.A. She had a delicious cake today.
B. She has a delicious cake today.
C. She has a delicious cake yesterday.

4.A. I am tired after the game yesterday.
B. I was tired after the game yesterday.
C. I have tired after the game yesterday.

5.A. They has a new bookshelf.
B. They had a new bookshelf today.
C. They have a new bookshelf now.


