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Multiple-Meaning Words and Context

Multiple-meaning words are words that are spelled the same 
but have two or more different meanings. The context clues 
in the sentence help us understand which meaning is being 
used.

1.    "The dog started to bark at the mailman."
In this sentence, "bark" means:

A. The outer covering 
of a tree

C. A type of boat

B. The sound a dog 
makes

D. To run fast

2.  "I need to change my clothes after playing outside."
What does "change" mean in this sentence?

A. Coins and bills C. To put on different clothes

B. To move to a new 
place

D. To grow bigger

3.   "Can you help me match these socks?"
What does "match" mean in this sentence?

A. A sports game C. To find things that 
go together

B. A small stick used to 
start a fire

D. To walk quickly
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Name Date

Multiple-Meaning Words and Context - Answer Key

Multiple-meaning words are words that are spelled the same 
but have two or more different meanings. The context clues 
in the sentence help us understand which meaning is being 
used.
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1.    "The dog started to bark at the mailman."
In this sentence, "bark" means:

A. The outer covering 
of a tree

C. A type of boat

B. The sound a dog 
makes

D. To run fast

2.  "I need to change my clothes after playing outside."
What does "change" mean in this sentence?

A. Coins and bills C. To put on different clothes

B. To move to a new 
place

D. To grow bigger

3.   "Can you help me match these socks?"
What does "match" mean in this sentence?

A. A sports game C. To find things that 
go together

B. A small stick used to 
start a fire

D. To walk quickly


